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Overview
In light of the fact that 10 to 15 percent of general physician consultations are
dermatologically related, it is extremely important that all physicians have a
minimum core of dermatologic knowledge.
Traditionally, residents’ dermatology education has occurred mainly through
individual experience gained when encountering patients with skin disease in the
course of general training, occasional elective rotations in Dermatology and through
formal lectures from the Dermatology staff. To increase the amount of training
available to Lahey medical residents, a bimonthly Dermatology teaching clinic has
been established in the GIM Department. Residents have direct contact and
responsibility for dermatologic outpatients with common skin diseases. The clinic is
staffed by Karen McKoy, MD, Department of Dermatology, and attended by four to
five medical residents.

Learning Objectives
Demonstrate the ability to take a dermatologic history and describe cutaneous
physical signs
Recognize common skin diseases and skin tumors
Recognize important cutaneous signs of systemic disease or adverse reactions to
drugs
Appreciate the impact of skin diseases on patients and their families
Possess knowledge about dermatologic emergencies, including the concept of
skin failure (e.g., toxic epidermal necrolysis, erythema multiforme, acute
urticaria, angioedema); residents should be able to recognize the emergency and
initiate first-line management
Describe eczema, psoriasis, scabies, fungal infection and urticaria
Through their introduction to dermatologic therapy, residents should understand
the principles of topical treatment, including choice of base (e.g., cream versus
ointment or lotion) and use of occlusion
Understand basic principles of wound healing
Recognize melanoma and non-melanoma skin cancer; be able to distinguish from

pre-malignant and benign cutaneous lesions
Recognize cutaneous vasculitis, explain the principle causes and formulate a plan
of investigation
Be able to take a skin scrape
Write a prescription for topical treatment that reflects knowledge of quantities
and bases
Diagnosis, differential diagnosis, management and prevention of
− Inflammatory skin disease (atopic and contact dermatitis, psoriasis)
− Skin cancer (melanoma, basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma)
− Acne
− Leg ulcers
− Cutaneous infections (bacterial, viral and fungal)
− Infestations (e.g., scabies)
− Urticaria
− Blister disorders
− Drug eruptions

Principle Educational Goals Based on the ACGME General
Competencies
In the tables below, the principle educational goals of the Dermatology curriculum
are listed for each of the six ACGME competencies:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Patient Care
Medical Knowledge
Practice-Based Learning and Improvement
Interpersonal and Communication Skills
Professionalism
Systems-Based Practice

The abbreviations for the types of learning environments and evaluation methods are
defined below.
Learning Environments:
L
T/WS
DA
P

Lectures
Texts/Web sites for dermatology
Dermatology attending teaching in outpatient clinic
Procedures: observation and instruction in practical procedures
(e.g., skin biopsy, cryosurgery and wound care)

Evaluation Methods:
GA
CP
MCX

Global assessment
Case presentations to attending
Mini-CEX

PL
ISE

Procedure log
In-service exam

1) Patient Care
Objective
Demonstrate the ability to
take a dermatologic
history and describe
cutaneous physical signs

Learning Environment
L
DA

Evaluation Method
GA
MCX
CP

Formulate a treatment
plan

L
T/WS
DA
P
L
DA

GA
MCX
CP
PL
GA
MCX
CP

Objective
Recognize common skin
diseases and skin tumors

Learning Environment
L
DA
T/WS

Evaluation Method
GA
CP
MCX
ISE

Recognize important
cutaneous signs of
systemic disease or
adverse reactions to drugs

L
DA
T/WS

GA
CP
MCX
ISE

Formulate differential
diagnosis for common
dermatologic diseases

L
DA
T/WS

GA
CP
MCX

Recognize when patient
needs dermatologic
consultation

L
DA
T/WS

GA
CP
MCX

Understand the physical
and psychological
difficulties experienced by
people with chronic skin
diseases
2) Medical Knowledge

3) Practice-Based Learning and Improvement
Objective
Be able to perform a
literature search in order
to answer clinical
questions

Learning Environment
DA
T/WS

Evaluation Method
GA
CP

Identify knowledge base
deficiencies and develop
independent means to
address them

DA
T/WS

GA
CP

4) Interpersonal and Communications Skills
Objective
Effectively communicate
patient’s needs to other
providers

Learning Environment
L
DA

Evaluation Method
GA
MCX
CP

Demonstrate the ability to
communicate with patients
with skin diseases and
examine the skin in a
sensitive, courteous
manner

L
DA

GA
MCX

Objective
Demonstrate a
professional attitude
through regular
attendance and the ability
to self-direct learning

Learning Environment
DA

Evaluation Method
GA
CP

Maintain patient
confidentiality and HIPAA
guidelines

DA

GA
CP

5) Professionalism

6) Systems-Based Practice
Objective
Understand the role of
multidisciplinary care for
the management of
patients with dermatologic
manifestations of systemic
disease

Learning Environment
L
DA
T/WS

Evaluation Method
GA
MCX
ISE
CP

Understand appropriate
referrals for dermatologic
problems

L
DA
T/WS

GA
CP

Dermatology Educational Resources
Paperback Texts
Arndt, Kenneth, et al. Manual of Dermatologic Therapeutics. 6th ed. Philadelphia,
PA: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2002. (Excellent resource; approximately $45)
Wolff, Klauss, Richard. A. Johnson, and Richard Suurmond. Fitzpatrick's Color
Atlas & Synopsis of Clinical Dermatology. 6th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill
Professional, 2005. (Approximately $65)
Hardcover Text
Bolognia, Jean, Joseph Jorizzo, and Ronald Rapini. Dermatology. St. Louis, MO:
Mosby, 2003. (Two volume set; approximately $350; excellent resource for those
with a serious dermatologic interest)
Online Resources
American Academy of Dermatology: Online core curriculum for dermatology
Dermatology internet sites: Extremely comprehensive and updated list
Electronic Textbook of Dermatology
General Dermatology: This University of Iowa Dermatology site offers an
Introduction to Basic Dermatology, as well as Dermatology and Differential
Diagnosis by Morphology.)
Image Databases
Dermatlas
Dermatologic Image Database: The University of Iowa College of Medicine's
Department of Dermatology includes many excellent low-resolution images.
Dermatology Internet Service (DermIS): From the University of Erlangen;
includes the largest online atlas.

