Women’s Philanthropy Launched at Lahey Clinic
The members of Lahey’s Women’s Health Forum have
contributed more than $185,000 to nursing education
at Lahey Clinic. Women saw the impact of their giving
reflected in two vital areas: Lahey’s nurses benefited from
increased training, and tuition reimbursement was offered
to top candidates in nursing schools to entice them to
select Lahey as their career choice. In sum, these philanthropists gave to support their conviction that the best way
to help current and future patients is to support Lahey
nurses, the health care professionals who have such an
intimate and positive impact on the patient experience.

“Lahey Clinic has been our family’s medical
home for three generations. I am grateful
for the opportunity to support this important
program at Lahey. Today’s nursing students
will be the people who will continue to
care for my family for many generations
to come.”
—Gail, a nursing program donor
Nursing student Eleni Drakos offers heartfelt thanks to
the donors. “On behalf of everyone participating in the
Lahey/Middlesex Nursing Program, I want to thank this
great establishment, and each and every human being
who helped to make the Lahey/Middlesex Nursing
Program such an amazing experience for so many students. I personally look forward to my future at Lahey,
and to many years in a wonderful career,” she says.

“I want to thank
...every human being
who helped to make
the Lahey/Middlesex
Nursing Program
such an amazing
experience...”
— Eleni Drakos

The Lahey Clinic Women’s Health Forum was founded
in 2004 with the three-fold goal of creating a greater
awareness of women’s health issues; building relationships
with women who can assume leadership roles at Lahey
Clinic; and generating increased support for Lahey Clinic.
Since its inception, more than 200 women have attended
programs offered by the Women’s Health Forum. This
fund-raising effort is the first philanthropy program
at Lahey to be driven by the interest and commitment
of women.
Members of the Women’s Health Forum were inspired
by this opportunity to give and to make a change for
the better at the Clinic. According to Susan Priem,
Women’s Leadership Council co-chair, “Supporting
the nursing program at Lahey Clinic, and being among
the first women to make a contribution through the
Women’s Health Forum, has been one of my proudest
moments as a philanthropist.”

The

Future of Medicine Initiative
Lahey’s major philanthropic initiative is advancing health care and ensuring
that we can provide the most advanced care when you and your family need it.

When lives hang in the balance, only the most advanced care will do.
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Patients Make $250K
Unrestricted Gift to Lahey
“We had no idea how
extensive and complete the
Lahey facilities are. It’s
great to have one place
that provides for all of
our medical needs.”

Dr. Richard D’Agostino,
Chair, Cardiovascular
and Thoracic Surgery,
and Vivian and
Sherwin Greenblatt on
their behind-the-scenes
tour of Lahey’s new
Southeast Expansion.

These enthusiastic words sum up Sherwin and Vivian
Greenblatts’ admiration for Lahey Clinic after seeing
first hand the expansion of both facilities and medical
technology made possible by the $135 million Future of
Medicine Initiative. After their recent tour, Mr. and Mrs.
Greenblatt made a $250,000 unrestricted commitment
to support Lahey wherever the need is greatest. The
Greenblatts previously contributed to the Future of
Medicine Initiative at the leadership level. They are active
philanthropists and support several key nonprofits
including the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) and Lahey.

early development of Bose high fidelity loudspeakers
and related electronic systems. As the company grew,
he held the positions of chief engineer, director of
engineering, executive vice president, and, for fifteen
years, president.

“Generous donors, like Sherwin and Vivian, make
expansion and progress possible at Lahey,” stated David
M. Barrett, M.D., Lahey President and CEO. “We are
better able to attract and retain top-notch staff and
acquire leading-edge medical technology in order to
deliver the best possible care to our patients because
of support from caring friends like the Greenblatts.”

When Mr. Greenblatt retired from Bose Corporation
in 2002, he volunteered to become a mentor at MIT’s
Venture Mentoring Service (VMS). The MIT VMS
supports innovation and entrepreneurial activity
throughout the MIT community by matching prospective entrepreneurs with volunteer mentors who can
boost the chances of a start-up’s success. From 2005 to
2007, Mr. Greenblatt was called to serve as MIT’s interim
executive vice president for finance and administration.

Natives of Chicago, and friends since 6th grade, Sherwin
and Vivian Greenblatt of Framingham and Rockport,
Mass., are both Lahey patients. Mrs. Greenblatt is a
talented quilter and an avid reader. Their son, Daniel,
is a national park ranger and was selected to carry the
2002 Olympic torch through Arches National Park in
Utah. He and his wife are avid outdoorspeople. Their
daughter, Marcia, lives in Arlington, Mass. She and her
husband are both engineers.
Mr. Greenblatt received his B.S. and M.S. degrees in
Electrical Engineering from MIT. As a graduate student,
he went to work for his academic adviser, Professor
Amar Bose, and became the first employee at Bose
Corporation. As a project engineer, he worked on the

“Generous donors, like Sherwin and
Vivian, make expansion and progress
possible at Lahey.”
—Dr. David M. Barrett

Today, Mr. Greenblatt is retired again, volunteering as
the director of MIT’s Venture Mentoring Service and
acting as an outside advisor to a number of start-up
companies. He is a community and professional leader,
having been a member of the board of directors of the
Federal Reserve Bank of Boston, and chairman of both
the MetroWest Chamber of Commerce and the Board
of Trustees at Framingham State College. He is currently
a member of the Graduate Advisory Board of Babson
College and the President’s Advisory Council at the
Olin College of Engineering.
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“We are approaching the finish line of
$135 million for the Future of Medicine
Initiative and have gifts and pledges totaling
$124.6 million,” reports Ann Marie Connolly,
Lahey trustee and co-chair of the Future
of Medicine Initiative. “The Initiative has
created a wonderful spirit of engagement
and generosity within the Lahey Family.
Please think about making a gift or consider
making an additional donation—now
is the time to make your gift count!”
“Chairing this campaign and celebrating
its milestones has been one of the most
rewarding volunteer roles of my career,”
says Win Priem, Lahey trustee and co-chair
of the Initiative. “Years from now, this
campaign will be viewed as a watershed
event for Lahey Clinic and its continued
advancement.”
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Twenty-eight generous individuals
and foundations each made outright
gifts of $1 million or more during the
Future of Medicine Initiative.
An unparalleled number of nine grateful
patients each made a life income gift or
a bequest in excess of $1 million during
the Future of Medicine Initiative.

I

Lahey’s Colleague Campaigns during
the Initiative inspired unprecedented
staff giving and raised over $1.5 million.

I

Donna Lee U. Newcomb

The Lahey Fund, which garners
unrestricted gifts for operational
support, exceeded $1 million annually
for the first time during the Future
of Medicine Initiative.
More than 10,000 new donors have
joined the Lahey Family through the
Lahey Fund during the Initiative.
The Women’s Health Forum launched
the Clinic’s first women’s philanthropic
initiative and raised over $185,000 for
nursing programs.
Approximately 30 local corporations
stepped forward to donate more than
$108,000 in gifts to support the first two
annual Cancer Walks that benefited the
Sophia Gordon Cancer Center at Lahey.
Physician leadership has become
more centrally engaged with fundraising through the Physicians for
Philanthropy Committee.
On-line giving capability was added
to the Lahey Web site for donor
convenience.

Window of Opportunity:
Now Is the Right Time for
Gift of IRA Assets
When Alfred “Fred” Cirome learned through a Lahey
gift planning letter last November that the 2006
Pension Protection Act offered a limited window of
opportunity to use IRA assets to make tax-free gifts of
up to $100,000, he realized the time was right for him.
He used the special time-limited opportunity, which
expires on December 31, 2007, to make a gift to
Lahey Clinic to honor his family’s medical center
and his mother, Amelia Cirome.
Fred is a semi-retired corporate attorney specializing
in business and corporate law. For over forty years, he
has enjoyed building his legal practice at Cirome &
Harb in Haverhill, Mass., and serving his community
as a member of the Kiwanis and Boys Clubs. A Haverhill
native, Fred enjoys gardening, landscaping, crosscountry skiing, and annual trips with his wife, Cynthia,
and children, Portia and Jonathan.
Even before Fred became a Lahey patient himself,
he recalls being impressed by hearing about the
comprehensive physicals his peers received through
Lahey’s Executive Health program. When he came to
Lahey for his first appointment twenty-five years ago,
Fred was pleased with the quality of his own care.
The private patient rooms, state-of-the-art medical
equipment, and compassionate nursing staff also
impressed Fred when his mother had cardiac bypass
surgery at Lahey Clinic fifteen years ago.
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Cancer Walk Covers
New Ground in
Cancer Awareness
and Support

In Appreciation to the Cancer
Walk Corporate Sponsors
Gold sponsors
Dictaphone Corporation
Herb Chambers Company
Nuance Communications
Silver sponsors
Healthcare Management
Oracle Corporation
Palomar Medical Technologies
Shepley Bulfinch
Skyworks Solutions
Sodexho
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at the address above or
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Herb Chambers of Burlington fielded an
enthusiastic team of walkers. In addition
to its $10,000 contribution, the company
provided additional support for each
employee walker.

Bronze sponsors
Analog Devices
Blue Cross Blue Shield
Cambridge Savings Bank
Integra Foundation
Jaca Architects
Kronos
Peluso Construction Company
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Roche Corporation
Salter Healthcare
Siemens Medical Systems
Taylor and Partners
Thermo Fisher Scientific
Tufts Health Plan

Holding the Cancer Walk
banner are the survivors
honored at this year’s event.

Alfred “Fred” Cirome

Because he didn’t have
an immediate need for his
IRA, Fred was able to support
Lahey, honor his mother, and
recognize the excellent care they
both received during the past decades. Fred chose to
make a gift that funded a new patient examination room
for cardiac testing. Fred suggests, “If donors are at least
70 1/2 years of age, and if they have two sources of
income, then it is beneficial to make an IRA gift to a
charity that is important to them.” He hopes that his gift
will inspire others to follow his example and use their
own Individual Retirement Accounts to make tax-free
gifts before the end of 2007.

For more information about using IRA assets to make
a tax-free gift of up to $100,000, please contact Suzy
Kendrick, Gift Planning Office, Lahey Philanthropy,
at 781-744-8975.

Oncology nurse Brenda Hill,
R.N., introduces colleague
and cancer survivor
Jacqueline Broms, R.N.,
O.C.N., one of the key
speakers.

More than 500 people laced up their walking shoes and
joined 100 volunteers and 23 corporations to participate
in the June 9th second annual Lahey Clinic 5K Cancer
Walk and Festival of Life, which raised more than $105,000
for Lahey’s cancer services, including $72,000 from
corporate sponsors. This year’s event, held again on
the Lahey campus, attracted 250 more walkers than
last year and $45,000 in additional funds.

standards of cancer care in Lahey’s service areas. “Lahey
Clinic is doubling its cancer research protocols and soon
may rival the research capabilities of Boston’s major
hospitals,” he explains. “So much cutting-edge treatment is
research treatment, but these advanced therapies haven’t
been readily available in suburban locations. Now, due in
part to our increased focus on research, Lahey patients
have access to the latest treatments in practice today.”

“The cancer walk set new standards for community
involvement, cancer education, and corporate support,”
says David Fernandez, director of cancer services at
Lahey Clinic. The Lahey Clinic 5K Cancer Walk began
in 2006 to rally the community around the fight against
cancer, educate the public about the capabilities of the
new Sophia Gordon Cancer Center, and raise funds to
support cancer treatment at Lahey.

The 2007 event emphasized cancer prevention, including
a crawl-through “colossal colon” that dramatized the
importance of colonoscopy to detect colon cancer, and
other colon-related diseases, at stages where they can be
treated effectively. Walkers and other guests also learned
about breast, lung, prostate, and skin cancer prevention,
and toured the spacious new Hematology and Oncology
Clinic in the Sophia Gordon Cancer Center.

This year, the local business community more than
doubled its support. Ed Rucinski, president of the health
care division at Nuance Communications, a new corporate
sponsor, notes, “As a major Burlington-based employer
that is integrally involved in health care, we are proud to
have supported the Lahey Clinic 5K Cancer Walk. All of
us at Nuance realize how critically important it is to have
world-class cancer care available to our corporate family
and customers convenient to where they work and live.”

The intense feelings associated with cancer care were
movingly expressed in a ceremony to honor many of
Lahey’s cancer survivors. One of them, Jacqueline
Broms, R.N., a Lahey oncology nurse, shared her unique
perspective on cancer treatment at Lahey Clinic. She
observes, “In 2004, I was diagnosed with breast cancer.
The oncology nurse became the oncology patient. As I
navigated through my cancer experience, I was humbled
by the kindness and compassion shown to me and my
family. Experiencing cancer has changed me personally
and professionally. I feel very fortunate to have survived
cancer and to be a part of Lahey Clinic’s cancer team.”

Lahey’s chair of Hematology and Oncology, Dr. Keith
Stuart, underscores the need to provide the highest

